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http://www.astroleague.org
http://www.fortworthastro.com
http://astronomy2009.us/
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September 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

 
 
                                                               

 
Fort Worth 

Astronomical 
Society 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1 
 
 
 
 

Venus 1.5O S of 
M44 (Beehive) 

10 pm 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Jupiter 

w/o Galilean 
moons 

11:43pm 
(will not repeat again 

until 2019) 

3 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

4:01 am 
 

Mars passes 
1.1O N of orange 
star Mu Gem.  Do 

a color comparison 
 

Double Shadow 
transit on Jupiter 

1:43 am 

4 
 

Full Moon 
11:03 am 

 

5 
 

 
 

6   
 

Algol at Minima 
  

12:50 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

7 
 

Moon at Apogee 
(252,294 miles) 

8:00 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

9:38 pm 
 
 
 

Genesis 
spacecraft crash 
lands on return to 
Earth 5 years ago 

 
 

9 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

William Bond  
b. 220 years ago 

 
STS-64 Discovery 
launched 15 years 

ago 

10 

 
 

 
 

Moon 0.3O N of 
M45 (Pleiades) 

1:00 am 

11 
 

Third Qtr Moon  
9:16 pm 

 
 
 

12 
 

 
 

Luna 2 launched 
50 years ago 

Moon 1.4O N of 
Open Cluster M35 

8:00 pm 

Okie-Tex  
Star Party  

Begins and runs 
through the 20th 

13 
 

14 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

15 
 

 

 

FWAS  

Meeting 
7pm Normal  Room 
 

 

16 
Moon at Perigee 
(226,212 miles) 

3:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

Saturn  
at Superior 
Conjunction  

1:00 pm 
 

Uranus  
at Opposition  

5:00 am 

18 
New Moon 

1:44 pm 

 
Make use of the New 
Moon Weekend for 
better viewing at the 

Dark Sky Site 
 
 

New Moon 
Weekend 

 

19 
 

3RF Star Party 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

New Moon 
Weekend 

 

20 
Mercury 

in Inferior 
Conjunction 

5:00 am 

New Moon 
Weekend 

 
Algol at Minima 

  
11:09 pm 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

22 
 

 
 

“Autumnal” 
Equinox  

(N. Hemisphere) 
4:19 pm 

23 
 
 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

5:42 am 
 

 
 
First Qtr Moon 

6:42 am 
 

24 
 
 
 

 
 

Antares 0.8O S of 
Moon 1:00 am 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

2:30 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Museum  
Star Party 

 
 

 
 

27 
Moon at Apogee 
(251,302 miles) 

11:00 pm 
 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Algol at Minima 
  

11:19 pm 
 

 

29 
 

 

 

 

Jupiter 3O S of 
Moon @ 8:00 pm 

30 
 
 
 

 

 

Coming Events In October 

Stars Over Euless 
October 16th 

Eldorado Star Party 
October 12th- 18th 

Galilean Nights 
An IYA2009 Cornerstone Event 

October 22nd – 24th 

Orionid 
Meteors

http://calgary.rasc.ca/algol_minima.htm
http://www.tmsc.org/astronomy/minima.html
http://www.udel.edu/PR/UpDate/92/9/1.html
http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/objects/variablestars/Minima_of_Algol.html
http://astroblogger.blogspot.com/2008/12/algol-blinks.html
http://www.hposoft.com/Astro/PEP/algol.html
http://space.about.com/od/astronomynews/a/orionids.htm
http://www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/the_universe/uts/equinox.html
http://www.astronomy2009.org/news/updates/251/
http://www.texasstarparty.org/eldorado.html
http://www.euless.org/news/StarsOverEuless.htm
http://www.okie-tex.com/
http://www.nss.org/resources/library/shuttlevideos/shuttle64.htm
http://www.nss.org/resources/library/shuttlevideos/shuttle64.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genesis_(spacecraft)
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  OObbsseerrvviinngg  aanndd  OOuuttrreeaacchh  OOppppoorrttuunniittiieess    
  Weather permitting (FWAS contacts in parentheses) 
 
   

 

September 4 — World Birding Center - Estero Llano Grande State Park - Full Moon Party - Come celebrate the full moon 
and see all the park has to offer after hours.  We will take a night hike; hear frogs, coyotes and pauraques; see stars 
and constellations and much more!  Accessible for the mobility, visually and hearing impaired. 6-9 p.m.; reservations 
required (956) 565-3919.  

September 12 - Purtis Creek State Park - Stargazing - Make a star wheel and learn how to use it to find constellations in the 
night sky. Take a walk through the solar system and have a chance to view the night sky through a telescope. Bring 
flashlights with red lenses or red tape will be provided. Meet at the over flow camping parking lot, weather permitting. 
8 - 10 p.m. (903) 425-2332.   Eustace, Texas (NE of DFW) 

September 19 - Three Rivers Foundation (3RF) Star & Lunar Parties - 3RF invites you out to Comanche Springs near 
Crowell, Texas for a night under the stars. The dark skies of Big Ranch Country provide a spectacular view of the 
universe. The party starts with solar observing followed by a break. Evening activities begin with a short educational 
introduction to astronomy. The observatories and Star Field are then opened to the public to enjoy the use of many 
different kinds of astronomy instruments.  For more information the day of a scheduled star party, please call 940-655-
3384.  (Russ Boatright & Doug Brown) 

September 19 - Copper Breaks State Park — Sun Fun and Star Walk — Begin your celestial journey in the afternoon with 
Sun Fun, which features solar viewing of our closest star, the sun. In the evening take a Star Walk for a naked eye 
tour of the night sky over the park followed by a closer look through telescopes and binoculars. Accessible for the 
mobility impaired. Sun Fun 5:15-6:15 p.m., Star Walk 9:15 p.m.-till; fees free for Texas State Parks Pass members, $2 
non-members, $1 senior citizens, free for children 12 and under (940) 839-4331. 

September 19 - Goose Island State Park - Goose Island Under the Stars - Join us this evening when volunteers from the 
Corpus Christi Astronomical Society lead a fascinating tour of the night skies. Learn about the constellations and see 
the moon, planets, stars and galaxies through the telescope. Bring your lawn chairs and your binoculars and meets us 
at the Recreation Hall for an informative and fun night. Accessible for the mobility impaired. 8:30 p.m. (361) 729-2858. 

September 25 - 26 - Caprock Canyons State Park & Trailway - Star Party - Gaze through telescopes provided by Amarillo 
Astronomy Club and learn about the night sky in one of the darkest places in Texas. Accessible for the mobility 
impaired. 7:30 -10:30 p.m., weather permitting, please call to confirm program (806) 455-1492. 

September 26 - Fort Worth Museum of Science and History - Star Parties give you and your family a chance to explore the 
craters of the moon, the polar ice caps of Mars, and more! The Fort Worth Astronomical Society will set up our 
telescopes on the parking lot south of the Museum construction site off of Montgomery Street.  (Linda Krouse & 
Michele Martinez) 

 
 

  Happenings Out Jupiter Way – Ben Hudgens 
 

The next couple of months will be 
prime time for viewing Jupiter.   I 
had read that a very special event 
will occur on the evening of 
September 2nd when Jupiter will 
appear to have lost its four brighter 
moons.  They will all be in the 
process of transits, occulted or 
eclipsed for a short time.   

I recently purchased a 10" Dob and 
decided that '1st light' on the scope 
should be Jupiter.   This was on the 
evening of Aug 19th.   While still in 

early twilight, I spied Jupiter rising 
over the distant cedar trees and 
pointed my scope at the gas giant.  
What?   No moons?  Maybe a 
preview of the coming September 
event?  

Then I realized that only Callisto 
was visible and it was a far distance 
out from the side of Jupiter. Where 
were the other moons?  I didn't have 
to wait long. About 8:45, Ganymede 
was first to appear after having 
made a transit across the face of 

Jupiter.  Europa followed about half 
hour later behind Ganymede in 
finishing its transit.   Where was 
Io?   Hiding at first behind Jupiter 
and then slowing moving out of the 
giant planet's shadow, slowly 
brightening and then reappearing 
close to the eastern side of Jupiter.   
Well now, that's more like it.  Jupiter 
with its four moons all neatly lined 
up once again.  

There is always something 
happening out Jupiter way.  

 
 

  Hurst Star Party 
 

The Club was invited to give a star party on August 7th at St. Paul United Methodist Church in Hurst; where scopes were shared with 
the 141 signed-in guests and about 20 church hosts.   Saturn, with his nearly closed rings, was a challenge at dusk when Norm, Neil, 
Patrick and Danny captured him long enough to share with early arrivals.  Later in the evening, Jupiter, globular clusters, planetary 
nebulae and double stars were featured as was the early bright arrival of a 16 day old Moon.  

Members in support of this event were:  Neal Wallace, Danny Arthur, Matt Reed, Norm Robinson, Todd McElroy, Patrick McMahon, 
Glen Allen, Barry Allen, Lonnie Allen, and Dean Crabtree.  

http://www.fwmsh.org/noble/parties.html
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/caprock_canyons/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/goose_island/
http://www.starwalk.org/
http://www.3rf.org
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/findadest/parks/purtis_creek/
http://www.worldbirdingcenter.org/sites/weslaco/


 4 

  
  

  
  

    TThhee  SSkkyy  TThhiiss  MMoonntthh – Thomsen Foundation – 9:30 pm local time, September 15 (from Heavens-Above.com) 
   
   

 

Magnetic Declination 

Thomsen Foundation 
4° 39' E 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Star Charts: 
Sky & Telescope                                       Sky Maps 
http://tinyrul.com/5np8n                                             http://www.skymaps.com 

Heavens Above                         International Space Station Transits 
http://www.heavens-above.com               http://tinyrul.com/y8zk5c 
 

      PPllaanneettss,,  MMeetteeoorrss,,  aanndd  CCoommeettss,,  OOhh  MMyy!!                    

The nearly full Moon and Jupiter rise together on the evening of the 2nd.  On the 4th, Saturn’s rings are edge-on as we pass through their 
plane (we’ll take the mathematicians word on this – it occurs @ 9am local, but do not go looking for it.  It is only 11.4O from the Sun.)  Both 
Saturn and Mercury are in conjunction mid-month so September is not favorable for viewing either.  At dawn on the 13th, a waning crescent 
Moon and Mars are high in the southeastern sky.  Three mornings later, the Moon is near a low and bright Venus.  At the end of the month 
on the 29th, the Moon is again chatting up Jupiter (3O conjunction) in the southeastern sky at sunset.      FFoorr  aa  ttrreeaatt  iinn  tthhee  llaattee  aafftteerrnnoooonn  ––  eeaarrllyy  
eevveenniinngg  ooff  tthhee  2299tthh,,  ttrryy  ttoo  sseeee  JJuuppiitteerr  wwiitthh  tthhee  uunnaaiiddeedd  eeyyee  iinn  ddaayylliigghhtt  ssiinnccee  iitt  wwiillll  bbee  jjuusstt  bbeellooww  aanndd  sslliigghhttllyy  ttoo  tthhee  rriigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  ggiibbbboouuss  MMoooonn  
iinn  tthhee  EESSEE..  

There are no major meteor showers this month; but probably the Orionid Meteor shower from the strewn debris of Halley’s Comet, should 
provide the best falling star show on the morning of the 21st.  It is a minor, and the best of the pack; but without a pesky moon in the mix, it 
should provide an hourly fall rate of 10 – 15 streakers.  The radiant will be above the reddish Betelgeuse, Orion’s right shoulder (his shoulder, 
not yours).  There is of course sporadic meteors.  Sporadic meteors are not part of any known meteor shower. They represent the 
background flux of meteors. Except for the few days per year when a major shower is active, most meteors that are observed are Sporadics. 
This is especially true for meteors observed during the evening. During September, 12 or so sporadic meteors can be observed per hour from 
a dark moonless sky. 

http://tinyrul.com/5np8n
http://www.skymaps.com
http://www.heavens-above.com
http://tinyrul.com/y8zk5c


 

  The Galileoscope in Action – Tom Koonce 
 

When I first heard about the Galileoscope project 
which seeks to get a ‘good’ telescope into people’s hands for 
$20, I was, to say the least, a bit dubious about their claims.  I 
wasn’t expecting much, but for $20 and an acknowledged 
addiction to telescopes, I took a chance and ordered one from 
their website:   https://www.galileoscope.org/gs/  

The Galileoscope™: An IYA2009 Cornerstone Project 

The Galileoscope™ is a high-quality; low-
cost telescope kit developed for the International Year 
of Astronomy 2009 by a team of leading astronomers, 
optical engineers, and science educators. No matter 
where you live, with this easy-to-assemble, 50-mm (2-
inch) diameter, 25- to 50-power achromatic refractor, 
you can see the celestial wonders that Galileo Galilei 
first glimpsed 400 years ago and that still delight 
stargazers today. These include lunar craters and 
mountains, four moons circling Jupiter, the phases of 
Venus, Saturn's rings, and countless stars invisible to 
the unaided eye. The Galileoscope costs just US$20 
each plus shipping for 1 to 99 units. 

Production and distribution are managed by 
Galileoscope, LLC, a new company established by 
the Galileoscope project team with the express 
purpose of ensuring delivery of the best possible 
product at the lowest possible price. 

Sounds great right?  But we all know that “talk is 
cheap.”  Well, I am now a believer in this product!  I ordered 
my Galileoscope in early March and didn’t receive delivery 
until mid July.   But as I said, I wasn’t expecting much for my 
$20, and the delay turned out to be caused by the sheer 
number of orders they had. 

The telescope arrived in kit form, and thanks to 
outstanding online directions, it only took 30 minutes from the 
box to mounting the completed two inch refractor, with two 1 
¼ inch eyepieces being mounted onto my existing photo 
tripod!  It went together easily and probably would for ages 8 
and up with adult supervision and for ages 12 and up, building 
it by themselves.  Also, despite the name, the telescope is 
NOT a model of Galileo’s telescope.  He would have loved to 
have an instrument of this quality and capability! 

You have to supply your own mount for the scope, 
but the scope has a standard tripod mount thread on it and 
the instructions describe how to make a poor-man’s 

cardboard box mount that would work fine.  I mounted mine 
on an inexpensive photo tripod  I already had. 

The two inch, two element objective lens produces 
well color-corrected imagery of the Moon and Venus, and the 
eyepieces produce 18X and 25X images when used 
individually or by combing these into a Barlow arrangement, 
you can get up to 50X.  I have left it at 25X.  First light for the 
scope was a daylight terrestrial object, the top of a power pole 
located 1 mile from my house that I frequently use to sight in 
telescopes and finder scopes.  I’m glad I did this during the 
day because I was able to get familiar with the drawtube 
focusing of the Galileoscope and get focus set close to infinity 
before I used it later that night.  The daylight images of the 
mountains we very sharp, but I was trying to not be too 
anxious in case the night-time views were less spectacular.  
The first object I looked at later in the evening was the 
gibbous Moon.  Wow!  It was tack sharp and I could see all 
details which I wasn’t expecting to see for a $15 dollar 
telescope.  I could also see subtle shade differences and 
crater details that made me smile.  I remembered the views 
through my very first Tasco two inch refractor with its “75X 
Zoom” eyepiece that had to cost $50 in the 1960’s.  You 
probably had similar experiences with fuzzy imagery and 
chromatic aberration that made looking at the Moon poorly 
surreal experience.  The Galileoscope is a breath of fresh air. 

What can be seen?  After studying the Moon with 
both eyepieces, I decided I liked the 25X view better, made 
sure the focus was still sharp before I pointed it at Jupiter, 
about thirty degrees above the eastern horizon.  The very first 
thing I noticed about Jupiter were the four sharply focused 
moons, one just emerging from behind the planet.  I guess I 
wasn’t expecting to even see the Moons very well, not the two 
primary and one set of secondary bands on the planet.  But 
there they were!  I can imagine the inspiration that the 
Galileoscope will provide youngsters around the world.  I 
observed the beautiful gold and blue double star Albireo at the 
head of Cygnus next.  Great color, nice view.  The globular 
cluster M13 was a nice fuzz ball and I could tell it was a 
globular and not a comet.  The next morning I got up at 4:30 
am to point the scope at the Orion Nebula and was not 
disappointed.  I resolved everything I expected a two inch 
telescope to reveal, and the contrast was pretty darn good!  I 
had to kneel on the ground while looked nearly overhead at 
the nice view of the Andromeda Galaxy M31, ($20 folks!  This 
scope is sooo cool!), then I got the entire Pleiades cluster in 
the field of view.  I saved Venus for last, since it is typically a 
big problem for inexpensive scopes because Venus appears 
small, white and very bright.  I immediately noted two things.  I 
was looking at a gibbous Venus and that I saw an afterimage 
from internal reflection between the front two elements and a 
faint afterimage reflection between the two elements of the 
eyepiece.  The front reflection was a bit distracting, but not 
overwhelmingly so. 

The Moon, major planets, the brighter deep sky 
objects – all for one twenty dollar bill.  Better yet, buy one for 
yourself and in the spirit of the International Year of 
Astronomy 2009, buy a second scope for just $12.50 to 
donate to someone around the world who otherwise would 
never get an opportunity to see the sky in such detail.

https://www.galileoscope.org/gs


 

Having fun with the new Canon XSi camera.   I managed to get a good shot on Tuesday, August 25th as a -5 
mag. Iridium flare event happened about 9:33 pm.  The satellite was passing left to right in the photo and that is 
Delphinus just above the flare.    30 sec, f/5.6 ISO 1600, 55mm zoom lens.   –   Ben Hudgens 
        

    DDaarrkk  SSkkyy  SSiittee  VVoottee  ––  SStteevvee  TTuuttttllee  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

As most of you know, Bob 
Newman, owner of the site we 
use in Wise County, had 
proposed to change the lease 
agreement to be $1,200 per 
year with the club doing the 
maintenance of the grounds 
and building. Remember also, 
that Bob is trying to sell the 
property, meaning it could be 
removed from our access at 
any time. With the decreasing 
usage (according to the log 
book) of the site, the new cost 
and the difficulty getting 
volunteers to maintain the site, 
the membership, present at the 
August meeting, voted nearly 
unanimously (39 to 1) to cease 
using the site and not renew 
the lease.  

FWAS thanks Bob and Becky 
for all of their contributions 
to the club over the past 
several decades, not the 
least of which has been a 
tremendous dark sky site. 
This was done with 
consideration given to the fact 
that we have a free site at the 
Thomsen Foundation in 
Montague county which is on 
par with the site in Wise 
County from a darkness 
perspective (+/-). We have 3 
months to remove FWAS 
property from the Wise county 
site. I have posted my 
PowerPoint presentation from 
the meeting in the FILES 
section of our Yahoo! pages. 
This includes information about 

both sites, including costs, 
locations, facilities, and 
uncertainties. We should cease 
using the site as of this date. I 
am in communication with Bob 
to make the arrangements to 
retrieve FWAS stuff. 

We will store as many of the 
telescopes as we can at the 
Thomsen location. Much of the 
other material at the site is 
actually unusable. As we get 
closer to setting dates for 
getting our stuff, we will 
communicate the times/dates 
to the membership so that you 
can help us move and see if 
there is anything the club will 
not be keeping that you would 
like to have. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.usa.canon.com/consumer/controller?act=ModelInfoAct&fcategoryid=139&modelid=16303
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   This month’s theme of the International Year of Astronomy is Planets and Moons 

  Observe Pluto This Year!  
   Tom Koonce  
       Antelope Valley Astronomy Club, Lancaster, California 
       Fort Worth Astronomical Society, Fort Worth, Texas 
 

 
As the summer draws to a close and the Summer Triangle is well placed in the evening for observation, we 
at the Antelope Valley Astronomy Club in southern CA would like to wish everyone a few more months of 
nice weather before the real chill sets in.  If you get to Los Angeles or San Diego during the winter, please 
consider joining our club for a night of observing from the desert.  Find out our next star party date on our 
website calendar. 

How many planets have you observed?  How many minor planets and dwarf planets?   Even 
though this month’s IYA theme is “Planets and Moons” our new Dwarf Planet, Pluto, offers an 
interesting challenge.  Let’s not debate the terms “Planet” or “Dwarf Planet”, but instead ask if 
you have you ever observed faint Pluto?  It’s a difficult object to see and to verify.   

Pluto can be observed through an 8” telescope, but in my opinion it is HARD to do for an intermediate-level observer.  In Greek 
mythology, Pluto was named after Hades, the God of the Underworld and you’ll think about sending this challenge to the same 
location, but stick with it because spotting Pluto on your own for the first time is an extremely rewarding experience.   

You need exceptionally dark skies, a decent telescope and a lot of patience!   

There is an equation to help you work out how far down the magnitude scale you can get with a telescope (Remember big 
magnitudes = fainter objects): 

Telescope Limiting Magnitude = (Visual Limiting Magnitude) – (5*log d) + (5*log D) 

Where d is the aperture of the human eye in meters and D is the aperture of the telescope in meters.  So to give some examples, let’s 
consider a normal sky where the visual limit is around Magnitude 4.5 and using a 3-inch (76 mm) refractor telescope.  We’ll use 6 mm 
as an example aperture of the dark-adapted human eye (young eyes can get to 7 mm): 

Telescope Limiting Magnitude = 4.5 – (5*log(0.006)) + (5*log(0.076)) = 10.0 

So with a small refractor you can theoretically see down to a limit of about Magnitude 10.0 under these conditions.  Pluto however is 
at Magnitude 13.8 so this is well out of the range of such a small telescope.  Under very good skies with a limiting Magnitude of 7.0 
and using a telescope of 10 inches (254 mm) aperture, the limiting magnitude becomes. 

Telescope Limiting Magnitude = 7.0 – (5*log(0.006)) + (5*log(0.254)) = 15.1 

This puts Pluto easily into “realistically observable” status.  Why not set the goal of observing all the planets, and Pluto – just for fun? 

Depending upon the type of telescope you have and if you have astrophotography skill, you may choose to image Pluto instead of 
working on the drawing recommended here.  Either way you’ll have to know where to look.  It’s recommended that you determine 
(and memorize) the field of view that you will use during your observation.  You can utilize the “12DString FOV Calculator” online 
here: (http://www.12dstring.me.uk/fov.htm) to help figure out the field of view you will see in the eyepiece.  You can use a Go-To 

scope or you can star-hop to the location of Pluto.  Either way you must use 
your telescopes’ clock drive to keep the field around the suspected position of 
Pluto and carefully draw the field of stars.  It is critical to spend a lot of time 
making this drawing because you’ll use it over the next two nights to 
determine which of the faint dots of light is moving and which are static.  
Fixed = background stars… moving = Pluto!  

  You will see something like this in your eyepiece. 
 Amateur astronomer Chris Peterson, 12-inch telescope, Cloudbait Observatory, 
Guffey, Colorado 

 
 
 
NOT something like this:                         
Pluto Image from Bill Dirk    

 
 

 
 
Take the Pluto Observing challenge!  Try to observe all of the planets and 
at least one dwarf planet within the next twelve months!  Maybe you’ll be 
able to see or image Charon, Pluto’s moon!  
  

http://www.12dstring.me.uk/fov.htm
http://astronomy2009.us/
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TThhoommsseenn  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  PPrroottooccooll  
 

 

First, either call John Dowell at 
817-680-1091 or send an email 
(preferred) to John Dowell at 
johnad_99@yahoo.com to let 
me know when you are going. 
This is in case one of the 
neighbors calls to inform the 
director that someone is on the 
property. The foundation is in 
the country where country folks 
live and they watch out for 
each other. The gate code is 
0728. Use the gate on the west 
side of the property; it is the 
one next to the drive that goes 
down to the farm house. The 
pads are down the road close 
to the fence on the West side. 

You are free to roam around 
the place all you want. Drive 
only on the roads but you can 
hike anywhere. Don't build any 
fires except in the grills which 
you are welcome to use. There 
is a rest room in the building on 
the north road. It is always 
open. There is a shower in the 
well house but the water heater 
may not be turned on. The 
door to that room is locked.  
You are welcome to use the 
Pavilion as well. 

Across from the observing 
pads is the FWAS storage 

building. It is a green military 
field office with one door. The 
club scopes are not there yet 
but will be soon. There is a log 
inside, please sign and date 
the log. That is the only thing 
that you should leave when 
you visit.  

Take everything else you 
brought with you when you 
leave. There is NO TRASH 
service out there, so don't 
leave any.   From time to time 
you may see someone out 
there. Just tell them who you 
are and what you are doing 
there. All the Foundation folks 
are friendly and most love to 
talk. The use of the place is for 
mutual benefit. FWAS use 
helps the Foundation in their 
501(c)3 requirements and it 
gives the club a place to go 
observe. FWAS doesn't do any 
of the maintenance or 
anything. We sometimes help 
with a star party once in a 
while. 

On one of you first visits I 
suggest that you get before 
sun down and drive the 
complete loop road. Feel free 
to stop if you see something 

interesting and walk around.  
You might enjoy a hike to the 
top of the mesa on the east 
side and enjoy the view. If it is 
wet, stay on the gravel roads. 
You can also come early and 
have a picnic. You can stay 
over night if you like. Just use 
some common sense and be 
sensitive to the environment 
and leave nothing but foot 
prints. 

A little word of caution:  The 
foundation is a wild place. 
There are all sorts of critters 
out there.  That’s their home 
and we are guests.  Do not 
harm any of them.  There are 
snakes, some poisonous, and 

all sorts of animals that make 
strange noises in the night. 
Deer may walk by as well as 
any number of others. Try not 
to scare them, almost all are 
harmless. There are some wild 
hogs which can be dangerous. 
If the hogs show up just very 
quietly get in you car and stay 
there until they leave. It's a 
marvelous place, enjoy it. 

If you need any additional 
information contact me directly. 

- John Dowell 

  

TThhee  TThhoommsseenn  FFoouunnddaattiioonn::    hhttttpp::////wwwwww..tteeaacchhnnaattuurree..oorrgg  

mailto:99@yahoo.com
http://www.teachnature.org
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   SSttaarrggaazzeerrss’’  DDiiaarryy – Russ Boatright and Doug Brown 
  
 
 
   

Annetta South Star Site  -  August 13, 2009  -  good skies  -  no moon  
  
We all enjoyed an interesting evening recently when the Aledo Girl 
Scouts visited the Star Site for a night of discovery. The group 
contacted the good folks at 3RF about possibly scheduling a 
Starstruck presentation in the area, so 3RF called on us, the local 
night rangers, and a star party date was quickly arranged. FWASer 
Ben Hudgens graciously accepted our invite to appear as guest 
visual astronomy expert, and share his experience with the youth. 

And with the not so young, as well, because the star party yielded over 4 dozen attendees, only 3 dozen of which 
were Girl Scouts. Numbers of parents and relatives also attended, some of whom brought their own telescopes to 
the event, escaping suburban light pollution for the relative darkness of the exurbs for a chance to use their 
scopes. 

Girl Scout Leader Beth Duncan kicked off the proceedings with a few tales of ancient Milky Way mythology, 
including an interesting story from the Chinese that involves Altair and Vega that was new to some of us old 
grizzled star geezers in attendance. We spoke briefly about 3RF, the International Year of Astronomy, 
astrophysics past, present and future, along with what we can expect to see tonight.  We also touched on night sky 
nature craft that every Scout certainly needs to know, as well as telescope etiquette.  But brief it was, because we 
still like to laugh at all of the times we've experienced opening remarks at star parties, that run long and actually 
encroach upon viewing opportunity under deteriorating skies. 

Okay, it’s only happened twice, but every visual astronomer can understand that opening remarks shouldn't blow 
at political force. 

We set up both 20" Mr. T and 16" Maytag for the event, with an idea to show the audience at least one of 
everything that we like to look at; planets, galaxies, globular star clusters, etc. We enjoyed success with every 
night sky target type except galaxies under good but not great skies. As usual, we always call on the spectacular 
face on spiral M51 as a show stopper whenever its up, but tonight, even Mr. T with the galaxy killer 17mm Nagler 
EP, yielded just a couple of nuclei appearing like fog lights through the muck. Sadly, it seems that the Weatherford 
light dome has won the battle against seeing to the northwest from the Star Site. 

Fortunately, we fared much better with other DSOs plus Jupiter was tremendous, with the Galilean moons all 
aligned on one side of the planet. Ben brought forth appreciative comments with his displays of M11, the Wild 
Duck Cluster, M27, the Dumbbell Nebula, as well as other celestial favorites. But watching Doug showing the 
crowd the great globular cluster M22, through Mr. T, seemed like old times.  It’s such a low ladder climbing 
summer wow target that we're bound to have shown it to thousands by now, but Doug stays patient through 
everyone's first look. And it never fails to impress; a true symbol of summer astronomy.  

When we finally parted company, we all agreed that astronomy seeds had been planted in Aledo. The Scouts and 
our other guests want to engage local educators in creating a program and a site for observing that's safe, 
convenient and dark.  Toss in restroom facilities, and the site search can be a challenge; but we suspect that the 
group will find a way. Their astronomy enthusiasm appeared to be real during the ceremonial exchange of 
camping sacraments; drinking water and bug spray, so they understand nature and the outdoors and what they're 
getting into. 

Let's hope that they get into even more splendid nights behind telescopes under the stars. 
 

 

The Fine Print 
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FWAS Contact information   
http://www.fortworthastro.com  
 
Officers: Steve Tuttle – President 
               Lee Vinson – Vice President 
               Floyd May – Secretary - 

Treasurer 

Meetings – FWAS meets at 7:00 PM on 
the third Tuesday of the month at the 
UNT Health Science Center – Research 
& Education Building, Room 100; 3500 
Camp Bowie Blvd; Ft. Worth. Guests 
and visitors are always welcome.  
(Steve Tuttle)    

Web Site – http://www.fortworthastro.com  

E-Group (members only) – You may post 
messages to the group by sending e-
mail to fwas@yahoogroups.com. Any 
message sent to 
fwas@yahoogroups.com will be 
automatically sent to all members on 
the list. To subscribe, send a blank e-
mail to  

      fwas-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Include your real name.  

Outreach – items concerning FWAS 
Outreach activities should be 
addressed to fwasoutreach@yahoo.com 
(John Dowell)      

Prime Focus – The FWAS newsletter is 
published monthly. Letters to the 
editor, articles for publication, photos, 
or just about anything you would like 
to have included in the newsletter 
should be sent to: 

editor@fortworthastro.com. Second 
Place 2008 Mable Sterns Award (Dean 
Crabtree)  

FWAS Annual Dues - $40 for adults / 
families, $20.00 for students (half-
price Jan 1 thru June 30); checks 
payable to the Fort Worth Astronomical 
Society; payments can be mailed to 
6045 Worrell Dr. Fort Worth, TX 
76133, or in-person at the next indoor 
meeting. Membership runs July 1 
through June 30. (Floyd May)  

Discount Subscriptions Available – Sky 
& Telescope ($32.95), and Astronomy 
(1 year for $34.00; 2 years for 
$60.00). A Sky & Telescope 
subscription through FWAS entitles you 
to 10% off purchases at Sky and 
Telescope’s on-line store. (Floyd May)  

Astronomical League Membership – 
Your FWAS membership also enrolls 
you in the Astronomical League. This 
makes you eligible for various 
observing certificates and you get their 
quarterly magazine, Reflector.  League 
Observing clubs: 
http://tinyurl.com/3vjh4fl (Tres Ross)  

Fort Worth Museum of Science & 
History See the Museum’s website for 
schedules:   http://tinyurl.com/3jkn5j 
(Linda Krouse)  

 

Observing Site Reminders  

Be careful with fire, fire ban in effect 
 
All members …  

Post a message to the e-group that 
you intend on going to the 
Thomsen site 

Sign the logbook in the clubhouse  
Put equipment back neatly when 

finished  
Leave a log note if there is a club 

equipment problem; also, please 
contact a FWAS Trustee to let 
them know  

Turn out the bathroom light and close 
the door tightly – do NOT lock; 
leave the thermostat alone.  

Maintain Dark-Sky etiquette  
Turn out your headlights at the gate!  

Last person out, please …  

 Turn off lights  
 Check all doors –  
          Closed, but not locked  
 Make sure nothing is left out  
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Navigate the Newsletter 
When reading the electronic newsletter while on-line, if your cursor 
“changes” as you roll over an image or blue text, you can click on 

that web link to be taken to further information of the subject at hand. 

 

 

 

 

 

'Tis midnight now.  The bend and broken moon, 
batter'd and black, as from a thousand battles, 
hangs silent on the purple walls of Heaven.” 

“Joaquin Miller” 
(Pseudonym) American Poet 

1841 - 1913 
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